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But for South Texas, the foliage remains pretty much the same colors, and the temperatures are 

mainly just, well, HOT….The news reported cooler temperatures last week, so quickly, I went to the 

grocery store and bought all the ingredients to make “caldo”.  That’s what one eats when it gets cold, 

but our cold was a mere 78 degrees which quickly rose to the 80’s.  By Monday, we were back to 

our 97-98 degrees.  Still, I enjoyed some delicious caldo.  Worth the effort. 

 

For an update, know that I am working on our TAEA Conference Agenda.  I had hoped to have 

something more final by now, but life happens, and we adjust.  I know that most of us have an 

auditor that wants information way in advance, I know, I have one of those, so yes, my own clerk 

has asked me for the agenda.   

 

Belinda Sagredo, one of my Division Managers, lost her Dad this past Sunday.  Genaro Castillo, one 

of our most dear poll workers, will have his burial today.  My seven-month-old grandson, Sebastian, 

was admitted into the hospital on Monday, and my other Division Manager’s mom, was also 

admitted into the hospital.  All while working on being ready for Monday’s first day of early voting 

AND the primary, as those demands are also upon us.  But we move forward, and we adjust.   

 

Thank you to the TAEA Board and to John Oldham, who are helping get this conference planning 

done!  More finalized plans to come very soon.  Happy October. 

 

                                                                            - Yvonne Ramon 
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 Vice President Can you believe that we are in the last quarter of this decade? Think about it.... ten years ago most of 

us were still using paper poll books during early voting. We would work into the wee hours stamping 

voters who voted. I remember recruiting my then high school aged kids to come in and work with us. 

Gina and I stayed until it was all said and done only to return the next morning by 8 am to prepare 

for our election clerk training and supply pick up. Man, those were the days. Nowadays we have the 

luxury of using electronic poll books.  Times, they are a changin'. When we take the time to sit and 

reminisce about elections past, all of the hard work we put into them and the changes that have been 

made, we appreciate things a little bit more. 
 

Anyway, have you guys had the opportunity to check out our new webpage design? Thanks to TAC 

we were able to get the much-needed upgrade and it's oh so nice! 

 

Planning for the Mid-Winter Conference are under way. We are working hard to make this a fun, 

informative and memorable time for everyone. 

 

I hope that everyone has a smooth and virtually stress-free election.  

                                                                         - Michele Carew 

                                                                             

Treasurer 

 

Happy Constitutional Amendments Election Eve everybody. Things are moving along on the 

Treasurer front pretty well. Bills paid, money in the bank and new memberships coming in. Will 

have a full report soon and will be giving updates in the coming months on the numbers and 

encouraging people to sign up for the mid-winter conference. Speaking of the conference, it is going 

to a memorable occasion. People will be talking about it for years. Presidential Library visits, Kyle 

Field, the great hospitality of the George and Calvary Court. Our President, Vice President and 

Secretary have been working hard, exchanging emails and phone calls to make this event special. I 

am so looking forward to it and hope you are too.  

 

On Dues and Conference Fees, if you need a W-9 for your auditors, please email me at 

remi.garza@co.cameron.tx.us. Membership and Midwinter Conference checks can be mailed to 

1050 E. Madison St, Brownsville, TX 78520. Please feel free to call me at 956-544-0809.  

 

I apologize for the brevity of these remarks, but I do want to encourage everyone to take advantage 

of the webinars the Secretary of State is offering. Then when we get together in Bryan/College 

Station we call follow it up with discussions of how each of us is dealing with the topics. If you see 

anything you would like us to discuss further or more in depth, please let us know so we can 

consider a panel discussion or find a speaker. 

 

Anyway, Happy Constitutional Amendments Elections! 

                                                                                                      - Remi Garza      
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A LOOPHOLE (sort of) TO HB 1888 
 

I hate HB 1888.  Hate. It. 
 

In my county, we’ve used temporary branch polling places in a way that’s consistent across multiple 

elections and that isn’t “rolling polling”.  Year in and year out, election after election, voters in some 

of the rural areas of Williamson County could have counted on at least one day of early voting.  We 

heavily promoted these one-day temporary branch polling places on social media and on our 

website.  Then this past June, HB 1888 outlawed the practice. 

 

But maybe there’s a partial remedy.  Late last week, the TexSoS Elections Division released 

Advisory 2019-20.  About halfway down the page and within the FAQ’s for HB 1888 is this little 

nugget: 

 

Q: Can a political subdivision establish a temporary branch polling place after the early 

voting period has started? 

A: Yes. If, during the early voting period, you feel you need to establish a temporary branch 

location(s), you may do so as long as your political subdivision is in compliance with Section 

85.067 of the Code. Once the temporary branch polling place is established, it must be open 

for the remainder of the early voting period during the same weekdays as the main early 

voting location.  Further, the temporary branch polling place must remain open for the hours 

dictated under Section 85.064 of the Code. 

 

And a little further up the page, guidance is given on amending the schedule/notice of early voting 

locations after the EV period begins: 

 

The schedule posted under Section 85.067 of the Code must be posted continuously for a 

period beginning not later than the fifth day before the first day of the period for early voting 

by personal appearance and ending on the last day of that period. The schedule may be 

amended after the beginning of early voting by personal appearance to include notice of 

additional temporary branch polling place locations, dates, and hours, but any amendment 

must be made not later than the fifth day before the date the voting is scheduled to begin at 

the additional temporary branch location. The schedule must be posted on the bulletin board 

used for posting notice of meetings or the county’s website (if the county maintains a website) 

 

So essentially, we can still have abbreviated, temporary branch early voting polling places as long 

as: 

 

- We amend the EV notice/schedule 5 days before they open and, 

- once they open, they remain open until the Early Voting ends. 

 

No, this is far from a perfect solution.  For one, where we used to have only one or two mobile early 

voting teams travel to different sites around the county during the EV period, we’d now have one 

team per temporary branch EV location, until the EV period ends.  So it’s a drain on personnel and 

voting equipment.  But if your county is like mine, where there are areas that simply don’t warrant a 

full two-week EV period, maybe it’s a useful trade-off. 

 

For what it’s worth, we’re not exercising this loophole in the November 2019 election.  But we’re 

strongly considering it for next year, when the turnout is expected to soar. 

- Chris Davis 

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB1888
https://www.texastribune.org/2019/10/10/texas-temporary-voting-access-young-rural-voters/
https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/laws/advisory2019-20.shtml
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Secretary 

 

Howdy everyone from B/CS.  When I read this quote, “Scars are not signs of weakness, they are 

signs of survival and endurance.” ― Rodney A. Winters, I couldn’t help but think about how 

appropriate that is for the season we are entering into.  Things will probably get pretty tough at times 

over the next several months but we will overcome.  We may have a few “battle scars” but we will 

survive.  We will draw strength from each other, vent to each other, share crazy stories with each 

other but just remember, there is always someone there to dust you off, put a bandage on the wounds 

and tell you it will be okay.    Good luck and I hope everyone has an uneventful election. 

                                    

                                                                                                          – Trudy Hancock 

Education 
Chair 

 

I know that we are all buried in Elections.  We always approach the November off year election 

thinking it is an easy one, but there is always something.  Yesterday we had a small bombshell.  For 

years we have rented 26 ft. box trucks for transporting voting equipment to and from our polling 

places.  We require a lift gate.  In past years we have been able to pick up our trucks a nearby home 

depot.  Yesterday, Penske informed us that we will have to start picking up and returning them to a 

depot over an hour away.  Guess its time to find a different truck getting place.  On November 5, we 

also have a special election to fill a vacancy in the legislature.  There are 7 candidates which will 

undoubtedly result in a runoff election to be held the end of January, or the first of February.  Some 

of the candidates have been very aggressive in soliciting ballot by mail applications. One mailing 

even included the voters date of birth on the outside of the card which has resulted in our office 

receiving numerous calls and emails complaining about their personal information being exposed on 

these applications.  Would you believe that some off these folks have been downright ugly? 

 

When you have vendors, and voters, who disrupt your day it is all the more important that you are 

prepared for the more mundane aspects of the election process.  Training and Experience help us 

prepare.  The courses offered by the Election Center provide us with training and at the upcoming 

TAEA conference we will also have to opportunity to share experiences. At the TAEA mid-winter 

conference REO classes will again be offered, as will a REO certification renewal class.  We are also 

planning some classes on the morning the conference starts and the afternoon it ends for those of you 

who are relatively new to elections.  We should have a registration form for classes posted on the 

TAEA website next week.  The membership form and conference registration form are already there. 

 

Good luck to everyone in the upcoming Election. 

 

https://www.electioncenter.org/reo.php?id=27  Election Center Registration for REO Classes 

                                                                                     - John Oldham 

 

 

 

 

Mid-winter conference is coming together.  I think it will be different from anything we have done in 

the past.  So if you are a person that says “we’ve never done it that way before” you will be pushed 

out of your comfort zone a little.  We are working to ensure that you are as prepared as you can be 

going into 2020 and remember to use the down time to network and draw from each others 

experiences and knowledge. 

 

I hope everyone has made hotel reservations by now.  But if you have not you still have time.  I’ve 

had a lot of emails about which hotel to stay in.  They are both beautiful and have their own unique 

charm.  If you haven’t made your reservations, go to the hotel websites and then make your choice.  

www.thegeorgetexas.com and www.cavalrycourt.com.  

                                                                                  – Trudy Hancock 
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